
nomic Development Trust 

Fund program was created 

by the 2005 Legislature and 

funded through a set aside 

in the Coal Tax Trust.  All 

projects of the Business De-

velopment office are de-

signed to aid in the develop-

ment of good paying jobs for 

Montana residents and to 

promote stable community 

and economic growth 

throughout the Region. 

Business Counseling is pro-

vided both in class-room 

format and one-on-one. 

The office of Business Develop-

ment Services has been busy 

supporting and promoting the 

needs of our growing business 

community. In the past 12 

months LCCDC has extended 

loans of $1,113,000 in combina-

tion with bank or private financ-

ing of $2,309,000 and grant 

funding of $251,000. In partner-

ship with the local lending insti-

tutions LCCDC has provided 

ògapó financing for several area 

businesses. By tapping into a 

combination of funds from MT 

Dept of Commerce, USDA-RD 

(IRP program) and LCCDC,  

Business Officer, Tina Oliphant 

assisted in the expansion and 

employee training efforts of 12 

expanding businesses. In addi-

tion to infusing capital for busi-

ness expansion into the region, 

LCCDC successfully submitted 

two Big Sky Trust Fund 

Applications for feasibility 

studies. One grant will assist 

Alameda Hot Springs 

(Sanders County) complete a 

preliminary engineering plan 

to develop their hot springs 

as a geothermal energy 

source.  A second grant was 

awarded to assist Mission 

Valley Renewable Energy, 

LLC (Lake County) with a 

feasibility study to expand a 

tire recycling operation into 

a renewable energy gasifica-

tion plant. A Category 1 

application with the City of 

Ronan was funded to assist 

the City and St. Luke Hospi-

tal in upgrading water deliv-

ery infrastructure to assure 

adequate fire flows for the 

$30 million expansion of the 

hospital. The Big Sky Eco-

Business Activity Continues to Flourish in Western Montana 

Mobile Processing - Cooperatively  

LCCDCõs  Cooperative Development Center  (MMCDC) and the Montana Poul-

try Growers Cooperative are pleased to announce the launch of Montanaõs first 

mobile processing plant for poultry. The mobile unit was engineered and de-

signed through a collaborative project with MMCDC, the Poultry Growers Coop-

erative, Montana Dept. of Agriculture, Farms for Families and the Alternative 

Energy Resource Organization. Presently the unit is being tested for production 

by several poultry producers throughout the state. This exciting development 

brings new market opportunities for our small poultry producers and offers Mon-

tana consumers a new choice of fresh local food. Increased interest in locally 

grown and processed food is a result of  the work of our cooperative development 

specialist, Jan Tusick. She continues her work with Western Montana Growers, 

North Missoula Food Cooperative, the Flathead Cherry Growers and the Poultry 

Growers Cooperatives, to bring new ideas and opportunities to local food system 

development. Our Center is also working with several artist cooperatives such as 

Coup Marks; a Native American artist coop, Big Arm/Dayton Artist group and 

Arlee Artists to help develop market opportunities for local artisans.  
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Who We Are 

Lake County Community 

Development Corporation is 

a 501-C(3) not-for-profit, 

organized and incorporated 

in March 1995.  In 2004, the 

organization was certified 

by the Montana Depart-

ment of Commerce as one of 

twelve Certified Regional 

Development Corporations, 

assisting communities and 

local development organiza-

tions in the Western Rural 

Development Region, com-

prised of Lake, Lincoln, 

Mineral and Sanders coun-

ties. Its mission is to 

òenhance the quality of life 

and economic well-being of 

residents of Lake County, 

the Flathead Indian Reser-

vation, and the rural areas 

of western Montana.ó  
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Pluck Areas 

LCCDC is a member of the 
core advisory group to the 
�0�'�2�/�·�V�� �5�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O�� �,�Q�Q�R�Y�D��
tion Grant project (RIG).  
The goal is to consider the 
future work force needs of 
western Montana and to 
help develop a plan for edu-
cating that workforce.   


